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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to RCE filed on 6/3/2008. Claims 1-16 are presented 
for examination. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/3/08 
has been entered. 

3. The examiner objected the specification in the previous office action dated 
10/17/2007. Flowever, the applicant has not responded to the objection. Thus, the 
objection to the specification is maintained. The specification is objected to because the 
following informalities: The cross-reference to related applications cited in page 1 of the 
specification has to be updated to include US Patent numbers or abandonment of 
applications. Appropriate correction is required. 



4. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
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obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-5 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gouts et al. (US 2003/0120805), hereinafter Gouts, in view of Srinivas et al, (US 
7,249,161), hereinafter Srinivas. 

6. As to claim 1 , Gouts discloses a first communication device comprising: 
means for receiving an instant messaging (IM) message (214, fig. 2) from a 

sender directed to a first IM address (each IM user is inherently assigned a unique 
instant messaging address; page 3, 0027, “the originating device allows forwarding of 
messages”): and 

means for prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM 
address on a second communication device (another device or next device) (214, 228, 
fig. 2; page 1, 0010, "would prompt the system to forward the message to another 
device"; page 2, 0013, “target device is not available to receive an incoming 
message... forwards the message to another or next device... interactive communication 
is conducted in real time between an originating user of the originating device and a 
next user of the next device”; page 3, 0027, “if the target device is not available. . .the 
originating device allows forwarding of messages); 

means for conveying the IM message to a second IM address on a second 
communication device (each IM user is inherently assigned a unique instant messaging 




Application/Control Number: 10/685,970 
Art Unit: 2154 



Page 4 



address; 228, fig. 2, “message forwarded to the available next user or device”). 

7. Gouts does not specifically disclose means for indicating to the second 
communication device that the message originated from the sender. However, Srinivas 
discloses means for indicating to the second communication device that the message 
originated from the sender (col. 5, lines 15-30). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Gouts and Srinivas because Srinivas' teaching would allow the recipient to be aware 
that where the message is coming from, as taught by Srinivas (col. 5, lines 15-30). 

8. As to claim 2, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 above. In 
addition. Gouts discloses a first communication device comprising: 

receive logic configured to receive, from a sender, an instant messaging (IM) 
message (214, fig. 2) directed to a first IM address (each IM user is inherently assigned 
a unique instant messaging address; page 3, 0027, “the originating device allows 
forwarding of messages”); and 

prompt logic configured to the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM 
address on a second communication device (another device or next device) (214, 228, 
fig. 2; page 1, 0010, "would prompt the system to forward the message to another 
device”; page 2, 0013, “target device is not available to receive an incoming 
message... forwards the message to another or next device... interactive communication 
is conducted in real time between an originating user of the originating device and a 
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next user of the next device”: page 3, 0027, “if the target device is not available... the 
originating device allows forwarding of messages); 

convey logic configured to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a 
second communication device (each IM user is inherently assigned a unique instant 
messaging address; 228, fig. 2, “message forwarded to the available next user or 
device”). 

9. As to claim 3, Gouts discloses wherein the convey logic is further configured to 
automatically convey the IM message to the second communication device (page 1 , 
0001 , “automatically forwarding”). 

10. As to claim 4, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 above. In 
addition. Gouts discloses a communication method comprising: 

receiving an instant messaging (IM) message at a first communication device, 
the IM message being intended for a recipient at a first IM address (204, fig. 2); and 

prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a 
second communication device (another device or next device) (214, 228, fig. 2; page 1 , 
0010, "would prompt the system to forward the message to another device": page 2, 
0013, “target device is not available to receive an incoming message... forwards the 
message to another or next device... interactive communication is conducted in real time 
between an originating user of the originating device and a next user of the next 
device”; page 3, 0027, “if the target device is not available... the originating device 
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allows forwarding of messages); 

conveying the IM message to the second IM address on the second 
communication device (228, fig. 2, “message forwarded to the available next user or 
device”). 

11. As to claim 5, Gouts discloses further comprising the step of: determining 
presence of the intended recipient at the second communication device prior to 
conveying the IM message to the second communication device (226, fig. 2, “next 
device available”). 

12. As to claim 1 1 , it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 1 above. In 
addition. Gouts discloses a computer-readable storage medium comprising: computer- 
readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device (page 2, 0015, “memory for 
storage of applications and data; page 3, 0020, “client software stored by the client 
devices”). 

13. As to claim 12, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 5 above. 

14. Glaims 6-10 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Appelman et al. (US 6,539,421), hereinafter Appelman, in view of 
Srinivas et al, (US 7,249,1 61 ), hereinafter Srinivas. 
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15. As to claim 6, Appelman discloses a communication method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving an instant messaging (IM) message intended for a recipient, the 
recipient having IM addresses, the IM message including a designated IM address of 
the IM addresses for delivering the IM message (col. 3, lines 4-1 1 , “receiving addresses 
of instant message recipients”); 

determining a presence of the recipient at each of the IM addresses (506, fig. 9; 
col. 5, line 43 - col. 6, line 7, “entries 502 for persons who are currently online, which is 
determined by checking the online status fields 506”); and 

prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a 
second communications device (another device) (col. 2, lines 12-19, “instant messages 
can be sent to another user only when the user is presently signed on to the computer 
service”; col. 3, lines 40-59, “the user interface allows a user to send instant messages 
to exchange comments with a plurality of other users”; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 7, “a 
subset of the group of potential recipients”); 

conveying the received IM message to the IM addresses at which the recipient is 
present (col. 6, line 16 - col. 7, line 7; col. 8, lines 10-30; col. 14, lines 45-49, “potential 
instant message recipient is currently online”). 

16. Appelman does not specifically disclose means for indicating to the second 
communication device that the message originated from the sender. However, Srinivas 
discloses means for indicating to the second communication device that the message 
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originated from the sender (col. 5, lines 15-30). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Appelman and Srinivas because Srinivas' teaching would allow the recipient to aware 
where the message is coming from, as taught by Srinivas (col. 5, lines 15-30). 

17. As to claim 7, is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 6 above. In 
addition, Appelman discloses a communication method comprising: 

receiving an instant messaging (IM) message intended for a recipient, the 
recipient having IM addresses, the IM message including a designated IM address of 
the IM addresses for delivering the IM message (col. 3, lines 4-1 1 , “receiving addresses 
of instant message recipients”); 

determining a last active time for each of the IM addresses (508, fig. 9, “time 
stamp”; col. 6, line 16 - col. 6, line 7, “the most recent time in its time stamp field 506”); 

prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a 
second communications device (another device) (col. 2, lines 12-19, “instant messages 
can be sent to another user only when the user is presently signed on to the computer 
service”; col. 3, lines 40-59, “the user interface allows a user to send instant messages 
to exchange comments with a plurality of other users”; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 7, “a 
subset of the group of potential recipients”); 

conveying the received IM message to the IM address having a most recent last 
active time (508, fig. 9, “time stamp”; col. 8, lines 10-30, “Barry was corresponded with 
more recently than Bartholomew”; col. 6, line 16 - col. 6, line 7, “the most recent time in 
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its time stamp field 506”) 

18. As to claim 8, Appelman discloses further comprising: determining a presence of 
the recipient at each of the IM addresses prior to determining the last active time (506, 
fig. 9; col. 5, line 43 - col. 6, line 7, “entries 502 for persons who are currently online, 
which is determined by checking the online status fields 506”); and wherein determining 
the last active time comprises determining the last active time for each of the IM 
addresses at which the recipient is present (508, fig. 9, “time stamp”; col. 6, line 16 - 
col. 6, line 7, “the most recent time in its time stamp field 506”). 

19. As to claim 9, Appelman discloses, wherein conveying the received IM message 
comprises: conveying the IM message to a most recent IM address at which the 
recipient is present, the most recent IM address being the IM address having the most 
recent last active time (508, fig. 9, “time stamp”; col. 8, lines 10-30, “Barry was 
corresponded with more recently than Bartholomew”; col. 6, line 16 - col. 6, line 7, “the 
most recent time in its time stamp field 506”). 

20. As to claim 10, Appelman discloses further comprising: determining a presence 
of the recipient at each of the IM addresses (506, fig. 9; col. 5, line 43 - col. 6, line 7, 
“entries 502 for persons who are currently online, which is determined by checking the 
online status fields 506”); wherein conveying the received IM message comprises the 
step of conveying the received IM message to the IM address at which the recipient is 
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present (508, fig. 9, “time stamp”; col. 8, lines 10-30, “Barry was corresponded with 
more recently than Bartholomew”: col. 6, line 16 - col. 6, line 7, “the most recent time in 
its time stamp field 506”). 

21 . As to claim 13, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 6 above. In 
addition, Appelman discloses a computer-readable storage medium comprising: 
computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device (col. 13, lines 30- 
56). 

22. As to claim 14, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 7 above. In 
addition, Appelman discloses a computer-readable storage medium comprising: 
computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device (col. 13, lines 30- 
56). 

23. As to claim 15, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 8 above. In 
addition, Appelman discloses a computer-readable storage medium comprising: 
computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device (col. 13, lines 30- 
56). 

24. As to claim 16, it is rejected for the same reasons set forth in claim 9 above. In 
addition, Appelman discloses a computer-readable storage medium comprising: 
computer-readable code adapted to instruct a programmable device (col. 13, lines 30- 
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56). 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Kaminsky et al, US 2005/0055412, Shah, US 2005/0071433 disclose method and 
system for processing instant messager operations dependent upon presence state 
information in an instant messaging system. 

Response to Arguments 

26. Applicant's arguments filed 6/3/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive: 

(1 ) Applicant asserts that Gouts discloses “forwarding a communication message 
intended for one device to another device” (page 1 , paragraph 0006). However, Gouts 
or Srinivas fails to even suggest prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a 
second IM address on a second communication device. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Gouts explicitly discloses means for 
prompting the sender to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a second 
communication device (214, 228, fig. 2; page 1, 0010, "would prompt the system to 
forward the message to another device"; page 2, 0013, “target device is not available to 
receive an incoming message... forwards the message to another or next 
device... interactive communication is conducted in real time between an originating 
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user of the originating device and a next user of the next device”; page 3, 0027, “if the 
target device is not available... the originating device allows forwarding of messages). 

(2) Appelman or Srinivas fails to even suggest prompting the sender to convey the 
IM message to a second IM address on a second communication device. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Appelman explicitly discloses prompting the 
sender to convey the IM message to a second IM address on a second communications 
device (col. 2, lines 12-19, “instant messages can be sent to another user only when the 
user is presently signed on to the computer service”; col. 3, lines 40-59, “the user 
interface allows a user to send instant messages to exchange comments with a plurality 
of other users”; col. 5, line 66 - col. 6, line 7, “a subset of the group of potential 
recipients”); 

27. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3960. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-2:00 (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JUNGWON CHANG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2154 
June 8, 2008 




